
Newsletter Contents 
 

P. 2 Interim Executive Director Report  
 

P. 3 Colorado Gives Day Report 
 

P. 3 Motor Car Refurbishing Report 
 

P. 4 Revenue Reports 
 

P. 5 Trolley at the Train Shows 
 

P. 6 Snow Storm Damage 
 

P. 7–8 Bronco Operations 
 

P. 9 Treat or Treat Street at Children’s Museum 
 

P. 10—11 Annual Meeting & Banquet 
 

P. 12 Traces of the Past 
 

P. 13—14 History Corner 
 

P. 15 Old Tramway Pamphlet Mastheads 
 

P. 16 Reports of RTD happenings 
 

P. 17 REI Quarterly Meeting Flyer 
 

P. 18 Lighter Side Fun 
 

P. 19 Friends of the Trolley 

REI membership Meeting   
Thursday January 19, 2012 
German Trolley Museums 

By Mat Anderson 
 

Program 7:00 pm 
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See Flyer on page 17 

Our Newsletter has a new look 
 

    As noted in our last newsletter of October 
2011, The Denver Rail Heritage Society has 
changed its name to the Denver Tramway 
Heritage Society. We are providing a fresh 
focus for the Society and its mission. 
Claiming the history and traditions of the 
Denver Tramway Company, our Society is 
now directing its energy and resources to 
championing a new look and feel to our line 
along the river. With our new name, we have 
changed our masthead of the Society’s 
newsletter to link the Denver Tramwayôs 
history with our more direct focus of 
ñKeeping Denverôs Tramway History Aliveò. 
    Of course at the center of this change is 
our existing ñbreezerò trolley which is in the 
tradition of the ñSeeing Denver Observation 
Carsò of the early 1900ôs. The Platte Valley 
Trolley will remain our operations connection 
for the publicôs enjoyment and education. 
    In order to realize these ambitious plans it 
has been necessary to reorganize the 
Society, build a strategic plan and 
communicate to all our stakeholders along 
the river. This new beginning is not only 
providing a fresh challenge and focus, it is 
energizing the Society for a sustainable long 
term future. 
    The new masthead is patterned after the 
Denver Tramwayôs early newsletters that 
were available to Denverôs Trolley Riders. 
Page 15 has examples of the various 
mastheads used through the years by the 
Denver Tramway Company. 
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  Inspired by       which was published every Week by The Denver Tramway Corporation 
ñThat those who ride may readò 

Volume XXIII            Winter 2012              No.1 
 

    www.denvertrolley.org               Denver Tramway Heritage Society 

TM 



 

    Denver Tramway Heritage Society                     As - We - Go Winter 2012              www.denvertrolley.org           2 

Volume 23, Number 1 
January 2012 
© 2012 DTHS 

 

The As-We-GO is published four times per year in January, 
April, July, and October by the Denver Tramway Heritage 
Society.  
 

PO Box 1348 
Denver, CO 80201-1348 

303-458-6255 
 

Address and Email Changes 

To change your address and or email, write to the above 
address or email changes to: trolleytom@q.com 

 

On the Web 

Visit our website: 
denvertrolley.org 

 

Editor 

Thomas Peyton 
 

Contributors 
Darrell Arndt 

Keith Dameron 
Bruce Vincent 

Silas Weir 
Robert Westgate 

Paul Wegener 
 

Photos 
Darrell Arndt & Paul Wegener 

 

Interim Executive Director 

Bruce Vincent 
 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Silas Weir 
 

Treasurer 
Ted Torau 

Directors  

Darrell Arndt        

Erwin Chaim, Emeritus 

Keith Dameron 

Greg Enders 

Cyndi Trombly 

Penny Watson 

Pete West 

Robert Westgate 

Emailing our newsletter saves printing costs which helps our operating 

overhead and helps the environment.  

DTHS is an all volunteer 501 (c) (3) 

non profit organization 

A SCFD member 

Interim Executive Director Report 
By Bruce Vincent 
 

Looking Back 
 

    Reviewing the last year and one half since 
assuming the position of Interim Executive Director, I 
am aware of how much ñtidying upò activities has 
taken place. The by-laws were rewritten to bring the 
Society into compliance with other nonprofit norms of 
governance and administration; the increase in 
funding through SCFD and GivingFirst; the trolley is 
looking better than it has in years with all the 
refurbishing work; the ownership the Society has had 
in Interurban Car 25 has been successfully 
relinquished into the capable hands of the City of 
Lakewood who are committed to build a museum 
and have accepted full stewardship of the well-being 
of the car; the plan in place to scrap the Critter (a 25 
ton GE locomotive housed in our yard); the formation 
of a Motorcar work group to begin the restoration of 
our ñSpeederò and have it placed in our yard as a 
viable maintenance vehicle; the renaming of the 
Society to the Denver Tramway Heritage Society 
thus closing a successful chapter on Rail Heritage 
and now focusing on Traction; the reworking of goals 
and a financial plan for the coming year that will be 
the basis of managing the Society going forward. 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

    The Society will be entering the New Year as 
financially healthy and ready to take on not only a 
another season but with a new Tramway Heritage 
backdrop. Being financially sound allows us to 
confidently meet our obligations and to think about 
the future without the constraint of managing 
significant debt. This means that the focus will be 
about what we are building together on our existing 
Platte Valley Trolley platform and also to think about 
the long-term future of the Denver TRAMWAY 
Heritage Society. Thereôs nothing like a fresh start to 
free the imagination to frame the future. 
 

    Sustaining the work of the Platte Valley Trolley is 
always job one. We appreciate everything our 
volunteers so liberally give: time, money, talent and 
foresight. Weôre definitely ñon track to tomorrowô and 
invite you to join us in maintaining our momentum. 
 
Interim Executive Director 
Bruce Vincent 
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Motor Car Refurbish Report 
By Silas Weir 
 

SURPRISE! 

PVT DOES OWN A MOTOR CAR!!!!  

AND ITôS BEING  REFURBISHED 

    Remember when you were younger, seeing small 
orange or yellow rail motor cars going down the 
tracks holding workers? Those days are long gone, 
but PVT has owned its own motor car for some 
years. Some members have gotten involved in 
NARCOA, the North American Rail Car Owners 
Association, a group of members who own and 
seek adventure in motor cars running  on active or 
unused rails across America. The PVT motor car 
probably wonôt get to travel to Leadville, Co. but will 
carry our members up and down our own rails for 
maintenance projects. Maybe it will even carry 
passengers on special event days. 
    The first meeting of a Refurbishment Project 
Group was held in October, 2011 at the site of the 
motor car storage, a residence at 39

th
 and Harland.  

Another surprise to some project group members 
was that the motor car comes with two heavy duty 
trailers. A call had earlier gone out to all interested 
members, regardless of perceived skills and 
experience, to form a work group to remove the 
equipment from its current location, restore it to 
operating condition and refurbish it. 
    A brief examination of the motor car showed that 
it was manufactured by Jackson Vibrators, 
Ludington, Mich,  which provides a rich ancestry as 
a part of ñHarsco Rail, a division of Harsco 
Corporation, formed in October 1999 by the merger 
of two leaders in the manufacture of railway track 
construction and maintenance equipment, Fairmont 
Tamper and Pandrol Jackson, Inc. Fairmont 
Railway Motors was founded in Fairmont, 
Minnesota in 1909. It was originally a supplier of 
railway motor cars, and most NARCOA members 
operate Fairmont Speeders.  Fairmont became a 
pioneer in the development of mechanized track 
maintenance equipment and introduced hydraulic 
power to the difficult tasks of pulling and driving 
track spikes and replacing ties. Fairmont was 
acquired by Harsco Corporation in 1979 and 
became a major supplier of tie replacement and 
spike driving equipment and rail grinders  
Jackson Vibrator of Ludington, Michigan, 
manufactured electric vibratory hand tampers. 
Incorporated as Jackson Vibrators in 1937, the 
company later acquired the O.F. Jordan Company 

(Continued on page 4) 

Colorado Gives Day Results 
By Robert Westgate 
 
    The Denver Tramway Heritage Society (DTHS) did 
well as a first-time participant in Colorado Gives Day, 
netting $2,592.71 of the $12.7 million that went to 928 
Colorado non-profits on December 6 and 7. 
 

    Colorado Gives Day (ñCGDò) is an annual event run 
in early December by the Community First Foundation 
in Arvada. CGD provides a way for donors to give to a 
registered non-profit, all of whom are screened.  CGD 
allows for non-profit groups like the DTHS to: 

¶ Reach donors online with a comprehensive 
profile 

¶ Attract donors by sharing our mission and 
successes 

¶ Build trust with donors by participating in a 
foundation-backed resource that is objective, 
reliable and up-to-date 

 

    The DTHS received 32 donations totaling $1,555, as 
well as $1,000 in ñBonus Bucksò (at the end of each 
hour on Colorado Gives Day, a donor was randomly 
chosen and the non-profit associated with his/her 
donation received a $1K cash award.  Darrell Arndtôs 
donation was a winner!). We also received $37.71 from 
FirstBankôs Incentive Fund (FirstBank gave $300K to 
Colorado Gives Day and this money was 
proportionately allocated across all donations received ï 
increasing the value of donations made to the DTHS). 
 

    We have just scratched the surface of the Community 
First Foundation resource.  Community First Foundation 
is an on-line resource for Colorado non-profits. They 
offer a lot moreéand weôll be doing more with them as 
time permits. 

http://www.harsco.com
http://www.harsco.com
http://www.harsco.com
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and became Jackson Jordan. The product line later 
expanded to include production and switch tampers 
as well as tie gang equipment. All along it to 
manufactured motor cars, including the PVT motor 
car. 

So much for heritage. A preliminary look at the 
engine and body work showed that: 

    The body suffered from moderate rusting on the 
exterior, and windows broken or replaced by 
Plexiglas. The engine system review showed that 
about $400 of items needed replacement. That 
amount grew when we found that the starter needed 
repair and the gas tank needed cleaning and sealing.                                                                                
Since our first work meeting all parts except windows 
were purchased and rust grinding, sanding and 
priming are being completed.  
    The engine will be refurbished at its present 
location. Once we know the engine will start and run, 
it and 2 trailers will be taken to a local car wash for 
cleaning and to the PVT north yard, after the 
infamous critter is removed and sent off to critter 
heaven! Once on rails at the north yard, the motor 
car will be more secure and we can complete the 
refurbishment, and apply a cover to protect it.  

We expect this project to great fun and 
educational.  More volunteer PVT members to 
finish the refurbishment at the north yard are 

more than welcome... you are needed! 

For more information contact Si Weir at 
wesieu@msn.com 

(Motor Car Refurbish Report Continued from page 3) 

Revenue Committee Report 
By Robert Westgate Chairperson 

    The Revenue Committee recently met to plan 
for the 2012 season.  We covered a lot of ground, 
including: 

¶ Preparing a 2012 Revenue Forecast for 
review at the January 5

th
 Board Meeting. 

¶ Establishing membership names and 
amounts for 2012. 

¶ Reviewing and prioritizing ideas to 
increase revenue in 2012. 

 

We have decided to simplify membership names, 
moving away from railroad terminology to 
Individual/Family/Friend.  Individual membership 
rates will remain unchanged at $20/year, but we 
did increase family membership rates by $5 to $30. 
  Membership benefits include: 

¶ A quarterly newsletter via e-mail. 

¶ A quarterly membership meeting featuring 
a guest speaker. 

¶ Advance notice of special events. 
 

The Committee also spent time discussing and 

(Continued on page 5) 

Platte Valley Trolley Beats 
Revenue Plan in 2011! 

By Robert Westgate 
 
    Despite a slow start to the season due to 
weather and the need to discontinue Monday 
operations after the Independence Day holiday 
weekend, the PVT beat the 2011 Revenue Plan. 
 

    This was due primarily to strong charter sales 
thanks to Florida-based Diamond Tours, who 
booked 32 charters on the Platte Valley Trolley in 
2011, as well as a Tim Tebow led resurgence for 
the Denver Broncos, which boosted revenue on 
our late season Football Shuttles. 
 

    The PVT made $33,158 from operations, $3,392 
below plan.  This was offset by $4,900 in charter 
revenue, $2,900 better than plan and $15,938 in 
football revenue, $1,473 better than plan.  Overall 
we brought in $53,996, $981 better than plan. 
 

    Many thanks go to our hard working volunteers 

and their efforts as operators, conductors, ticket 

tent staff, trolley and right-of-way maintenance 

staff and the myriad of volunteers behind the 

scenes. We could not have done this without you! 
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Platte Valley Trolley 
At the Train Shows 

    Volunteers from the Denver Tramway Heritage 
Society ñshowed the flagò attending various Train 
Shows in the Denver area. Many people still havenôt 
heard about the Platte Valley trolleyôs operation, 
and it was a good way to raise money donations 
through sales of donated items. 
    The shows we had our displays at were: 

¶ The Great Train Expo the weekend of 
November 12th & 13th at the Denver Coliseum. 

¶  The Toy Train Collectors Assoc.  
November 26th & 27th  at the Denver 
Merchandise Mart. 

¶ The NRHS Train Show January 7th at the 
Jefferson County Fairgrounds. 

prioritizing ideas to build awareness, increase 
membership and increase revenue.  From this, we 
have settled on the following efforts: 

¶ Supporting a membership drive.  We need 

more memberséand we need more 
volunteers! 

¶ Bringing our stalled Corporate Sponsorship 

Program to the finish line. 
 

Recommending 3 detailed ideas to the Operations 
Committee for approval: 

¶ An SCFD Free Day at the beginning of 

the operating season.  This will help 
build awareness of the PVT and make 
SCFD think even more favorably about 
the DTHS/PVT in next yearôs grant 
application and interview. 

¶ A ñBe a Motormanò program to be 
launched in conjunction with Fatherôs 
Day, patterned after a similar program 
at the Seashore Trolley Museum. 

¶ Operating on Mondays during our 
peak season, which runs from the 
Independence Day weekend until mid-
August, when kids return to school. 

 

All of these initiatives must be reviewed and 
approved by the Operations Committee and 
are subject to their ability to support them with 
necessary volunteers. 

 

    We also talked about ticket ads. Our adult tickets are 
sponsored by Brotherôs Bar and our Broncos Shuttle 
tickets are sponsored by Caboose Hobbies. We do not 
have a sponsor for Childrenôs or Special Event 
ticketséand we have agreed to place a membership 
appeal on the backs of these 2 ticket types the next 
time they are printed. The ticket back membership 
appeal is patterned after a similar initiative by the 
Illinois Railway Museum. 
 

    Finally, we discussed the best way to handle ñTarget 
Free Nightò at the Denver Childrenôs Museum (ñDCMò) 
in 2012.  Robert Williams championed an approach 
that would vastly simplify our operation and reduce 
staffing requirements: securing a $400/night 
sponsorship (thus no need to sell tickets at the event).  
The DCM was very receptive to this idea and agreed to 
work with us on it. 
 

The Revenue Committee is always looking for ideasé

and volunteers.  If you can spare some time to help, 

please contact Bob Westgate.  Bobôs e-mail address is 

Robert.Westgate@FlyFrontier.com.  

(Continued from page 4) 

Tom Peyton & 

Don Hulse at 

the Great Train 

Expo last 

November. 

June Roller & 

Don Hulse at 

the Toy Train 

Collectors last 

November. 

Kids of all ages 

love our 

Trolley both the 

running model 

at the shows 

and of coarse 

the real one 

down along the 

South Platte 

River. 

mailto:Robert.Westgate@FlyFrontier.com
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    Storm Damage on the Platte Valley Trolley Line  
 
    On Wednesday, October 26, the season's first snowstorm moved through the Denver area. The snow 
fell prior to most of the leaves falling off the trees so there was notable tree damage and sagging trees 
along our route. We are grateful to the City of Denver's Forestry Division of Parks and Recreation for 
making a special effort to speedily remove the large limbs that fell at Fishback Landing to expedite 
reopening of the line. (We only had two days to prepare for Trick or Treat Street operations at Children's 
Museum and the Sunday Bronco Shuttle.) By Friday many of the other problem trees straightened up 
but not all of them resulting in a need to do some trimming. Robert Williams, Don Hulse and Darrell 
Arndt spent several hours cutting branches and removing debris from the track. 
 

Report and photos by Darrell Arndt. 

(above) Bob and Don clearing the crossing area at 
Downtown Aquarium. 
 

(L) Rather than checking out the trolley, an audience 
watched Bob Williams doing his Paul Bunyan routine . 

Not a good scene at Fishback Landing park. 
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Bronco Football games this season 
8-20 Buffalo  146 round trip   0 Protoôs 65 one ways  
8-27 Seattle  160 round trip 18 Protoôs 21 one ways 
9-12 Oakland 316 round trip 20 Protoôs 30 one ways 
9-17 CU/CSU   84 round trip   0 Protoôs 77 one ways 
9-18 Cincinnati 265 round trip   4 Protoôs 63 one ways 
10-9 San Diego 308 round trip   4 Protoôs 61 one ways 
10-30 Detroit  343 round trip 17 Protoôs 64 one ways 
11-17 NY Jets  360 round trip 15 Protoôs 45 one ways 
12/11 Chicago 368 round trip 10 Protoôs 61 one ways 
12/18 New England 283 round trip 20 Protoôs 73 one ways 
1/1 Kansas City 257 round trip 22 Protoôs 37 one ways 
Playoff game 
1/8 Pittsburgh 327 round trip 40 Protoôs 44 one ways 
 

¶ Protoôs Pizza sells our game day Trolley tickets at their restaurant. 

¶ One ways include passengers not going to the game or those riding only one way. 

 

The Bronco Shuttle - One of a Kind  

Report by Darrell Arndt 
 

    One of the most unique aspects of our trolley operation is the Bronco Shuttle when we make non-stop 
runs from Confluence Park to our platform that serves Sports Authority Field at Mile High. About two hours 
before game time we begin making runs and later wrap it up when mostly everyone has left the stadium. It is 
an important part of our revenue stream and based on rider feedback truly does provide a valued service to 
our passengers. We provide reliable service, as we have for over 20 years, and we run no matter what the 
weather or what time a game is scheduled. Certainly this year we have been very pleased with the mild 
winter and the many day games. It has made our operator's experience a whole lot more bearable and is 
easier on the trolley and its generating system. We are so fortunate to have a dedicated and experienced 
crew to handle the special operation. Our clientele has changed somewhat since the "early days". They 
include folks who drive from a distance into the area and have determined that riding the trolley gets them to 
and from the stadium faster than if they park close to it and have to deal with the traffic. But in recent times 
we are seeing more and more Bronco fan ticket holders living in the immediate neighborhood who have 
discovered the hassle free convenience of using the trolley to reach the stadium.   
 
    This year's patronage has been good and for a few games quite stunning. On December 11th we had a 
record 378 passengers ride round trip to the game. (Itôs almost enough to make our Revenue Committee 
Chairman Bob Westgate do a "Tebow"!) Many of the passengers have been riding for some time and the 
friendly faces become familiar to us. We thought you might enjoy a few views from this year's Bronco's 
Shuttle on the following page. 
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Bronco Shuttle Operations in Pictures 
Photoôs by Darrell Arndt 

The lines keep forming for run after run. 

Bronco fan outfits can be quite creative. 

This year the stadium features enhanced 
decorative lighting and a new name. 

A real "people watching" 

experience takes place at 

the end of our platform 

when about 14,000 

people head across the 

river to the light rail 

station. The massive flow 

of people seems to go on 

"forever". 

A family happens by Confluence 
Park who is not going to the 
game but would like to ride the 
trolley. Sure, climb aboard, it's 
not that busy yet! 

$5.00 round trip to 
the game. A cheap 
and fun way to get 
to the game. 
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Trick or Treat Street Rocks! 
    Great weather blessed Children Museum's Trick or Treat Street event this year and certainly 
added to the enjoyment of passengers riding our open bench breezer. As is the case every year, it 
is one of the most delightful experiences we have operating the car. We do shorter runs on half the 
line to Confluence Park and have no schedule to pay attention to. We complement the Children's 
Museum activity and have a good time doing it. It is an absolute "kick" to see so many great, 
creative costumes that people wear to the museum. We could easily put pages of photos in the 
newsletter of the activity and of the "little ones" and their outfits but there is no room for that. But 
we can share a few of them to illustrate what the three day event was all about. 

Report and photos by Darrell Arndt 

Keith Dameron Trolley volunteer  & Jon Handwork Senior 
Director of Guest Services of the Childrenôs Museum. 

Your editor handing this fair maiden 
her Trolley ride ticket. 

Keith Dameron and Cyndi Trombly at the ticket tent. 
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The 2011 Banquet and Annual Meeting of the 
Denver Tramway Heritage Society  

Report by Paul Wegener, photos by Darrell Arndt except where noted. 
 

    The 2011 Banquet was held at the Park Hill Golf Club, Friday evening, 6:30, November 4, 2011, with 
approximately 53 members present. The Italian buffet consisted of a vegetable medley, chicken, lasagna, 
Tiramisu, garlic bread, salad, and a relish plate. Mr. Bruce Vincent began the meeting by handing out ñdoor 
prizesò (coins.) He then explained the name change from ñDenver Rail Heritage Society,ò to ñDenver Tramway 
Heritage Society,ò an organization covering preservation, history, and education. He told of the history of the 
Denver Rail Heritage Society. The new name will be more concerned with electric traction. He mentioned the 
last days the trolley cars ran in regular service in Denver was June 3,1950. Mr. Tom Peyton designed the new 
logo for the society.  
    Forms were also handed out for voting on two amendments to the by-laws of the constitution. They were 
both passed. Folks were then honored who put in ten or more shifts running the car.  
    Mr. Bruce Vincent explained the future potential projects for the Denver Tramway Heritage Society. They are: 

¶ North Yard Car House 

¶ Refurbishing Car No. 1977 

¶ Line Electrification 

¶ Decatur Street Track Extension 

¶ Railcar/Speeder Restoration 

¶ Restoration and Preservation of car 1977. 
    Mr. Bob Westgate spoke about a new donation program, Colorado Gives. Colorado Gives Day to be held 
December 6th. The Denver Tramway Heritage Society has been accepted into this program. The regular 
business meeting ended at 8:07pm.  
    Mr. Chuck Albi a prominent Denver railroad and traction Historian was then introduced, and he began his 
slide presentation program on the ñThe Denver Tramway Company. The presentation began with horse cars, 
cable cars, steam dummies, and later trolley cars. He also showed photographs of narrow gauge Tramway 
lines. The first electric cars ran in 1885. A car and trailer could carry one hundred passengers sitting, and one 
hundred standing in the aisles. There were also photographs of work cars. The presentation finished at 9:10 
ending another great program and successful evening with family and friends. 

Bruce Vincent Interim Executive Director 
provided the business meeting reports. 

53 Denver Tramway Heritage 
Society members and guests 
attended the annual business 
meeting and banquet for 2011. 
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Mr. Jim Prochaska was given the 
Motorman of the Year Award.  

Penny Watson, as Chairman of the Operations 
Committee, accepted the Car 1977 Group 
Award 

Keith Dameron was given a Service Award. 

Denver Tramway Heritage 
Societyôs Foundersô Award was 
given to Mr. Darrell Arndt, for all 
the work he has done for the 
society, for more than twenty 
years. 
Photo by Paul Wegener 

Chuck Albi gave the slide presentation on 
the Denver Tramway Company. 
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Traces of the Past 

 

   As we all know, Denver once had an extensive system of trolley lines. When the system was shut down 
in 1950 the wires were pulled down but many of the tracks remained in the streets, eventually to be paved 
over. Every once in a while this "history beneath our feet" reappears during street construction projects. 
During the past summer major rebuilding of Broadway south of Evans to Englewood made for some 
interesting scenes. This line was the first one to be electrified when the cable car system passed into 
history. 
Report and photoôs by Darrell Arndt 

    Trolley rail being removed on South Broadway 
at West Colorado Avenue where a short spur 
went west to the Woeber Carriage Co. shops. 
    Notice The Denver system did not use girder 
rail or rail that had a protective flangeway 
included in the rail head structure. Here it can be 
seen that the concrete was beveled next to the 
rail head to provide a flangeway. 

   Rotomilling for new asphalt over on 
Alameda near Clarkson revealed the 
railheads of the narrow gauge tracks that 
once served this neighborhood. 

   Up in northwest Denver near Lakeside Amusement Park if one looks 
carefully at the corner of Yates and West 46th Avenue the switch in the 
street under the asphalt at the intersection can be detected. 
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    Trolley at Old Colfax crossing June 9, 
1990 

 
    There is lots of activity taking place as No. 1977 sits at the north 
side of the Old West Colfax crossing to accommodate passengers 
on June 9, 1990. Operator Bill Gordon stands facing the camera. 
Bill was a staunch supporter of preserving Denver's trolley history 
and contributed may hours to the society. He also worked many 
hours on the restoration of D&IM No. 25. Note the fine landscaping 
that used to be at this location and the level track. Eventually the 
bridge across the river would be replaced with the present one to 
allow passage of a 100 year flood and the track would be raised to 
meet the new grade. 

Bill Gordon 

The Platte Valley Trolley 
As It Once Was 
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    When this photo was taken around 1950, time was running out for these venerable cars and the 
narrow gauge tracks that they rested on. The location is the Denver Tramway Company's South 
Division Shops at West Alaska Place adjacent to the west side of South Broadway (just northwest of 
Caboose Hobbies). The camera is facing north. The laundry building with its square smokestack is 
one of very few buildings that avoided demolition here in the early 1990s when the Montgomery 
Wards building was demolish and other structures cleaned out to make way for Sam's Club, 
Albertsons and other new stores. This image is from an Interurban Films color slide and the 
photographer is not credited. 
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Early Masthead before ñAs-U-Goò was adopted.  

Mastheads transitioned from 
Trolleys to Trolley Buses. 



 

    Denver Tramway Heritage Society                     As - We - Go Winter 2012              www.denvertrolley.org           16 

Completing the Fleet 
    Another milestone for the FasTracks program was 

reached on October 5 when the final light rail vehicle 

was received from the California-based manufacturer, 

Siemens Rail System Division. This delivery completes 

the 55 vehicle order that was made for the FasTracks 

program and brings the RTD light rail fleet to a total of 

172 vehicles, a far cry from the first 11 light rail cars 

that were purchased as part of the first rail line (the 

Central Corridor) in 1994. 

    The final vehicle was delivered via rail to RTDôs 

Mariposa Light Rail Maintenance Facility where 

Siemens crews will assemble the final items including 

the mirrors, lights, and other elements. For safety and 

operations, all new rail cars undergo a ñburn inò testing 

process, logging 1,500 miles of successful operation, 

before being integrated into existing service. The cars 

will be moved in and out of service until the West Rail 

Line opens in May of 2013.  

   The FasTracks program sustainability efforts are 

evident as the acquired cars are the cutting edge of 

light rail technology, operating more efficiently by using 

less electricity. Light rail cars can log over two million 

miles, averaging 30 years of service. Additionally, each 

of the 81-foot long cars can accommodate 185 seated 

and standing passengers. 

RTD warns copper thieves  

about dangers of electrocution 
DENVER, Colo., January 6, 2012 ð As the Regional 
Transportation District (RTD) prepares to electrify 
more of its FasTracks West Rail Line, currently under 
construction, copper thieves need to know they are 
playing with danger. Thieves have been stealing 
copper from sections of the West Rail Line, including 
copper wire from the overhead electrical wires that 
power the light rail trains, putting themselves ð and 
potentially others ð in danger.  
    ñAll it takes is contact with our energized system 
for a tragic incident to occur,ò said Pranaya Shrestha, 
RTDôs senior manager of systems engineering. 
    Cost and schedule impacts are also a concern as 
RTD needs to add crews to redo the work due to the 
thefts.  
    ñWhatôs frustrating is that the small pieces of 
stolen copper net a minimal amount at the salvage 
yards, but cost us a lot more to replace,ò said 
Shrestha. ñItôs a felony, but the thieves are risking 
much more than just breaking the law.ò  
    RTD has increased security patrols along the 
West Rail Line keeping watch for anyone trespassing 
on RTDôs property. The public is also asked to be on 
the lookout for suspicious activity and notify local 
authorities.  
    The West Rail Line is part of RTDôs FasTracks 
transit expansion program to increase rail and bus 
service throughout the Denver metro area. The West 
Rail Line is a 12.1-mile light rail line that will serve 
Denver, Lakewood, Golden and Jefferson County, 
connecting Denver Union Station to the Jefferson 
County Government Center. It is scheduled to open 
for service in May 2013.  
     FasTracks will build 122 miles of commuter rail 
and light rail, 18 miles of bus rapid transit service, 
add 21,000 new parking spaces, redevelop Denver 
Union Station and redirect bus service to better 
connect the eight-county District. FasTracks is 
projected to create thousands of construction and 
related jobs during the height of construction and will 
pump billions of dollars into the regional economy 
over the next 20 years. 
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January 19, 2012 REI meeting 
 

The Denver Tramway Heritage Society, operator of the 
Platte Valley Trolley that serves REI/Confluence Park, 
Downtown Aquarium, Children's Museum, Invesco Field at 
Mile High and Old West Colfax, will hold its next quarterly 
public membership meeting at the REI Flagship Sporting 
Goods Store near 15th Street and the South Platte River on 
Thursday, January 19th at 7:00 P.M.  
 

The Denver Tramway Heritage Society 
will not have a board meeting this month. 

 

 Program starts at 7:00pm 
 

German Trolley Museums 
  
 

    Mat Anderson will present a digital slide show of the equipment and 
surroundings of German trolley museums in Nuremberg and Stuttgart, 
Germany. The program will include images of the May 2010 25th 
anniversary celebration of the St. Peter Depot Museum in Nuremberg. 
The street running operations of both museums provide a unique 
environment to show off their collections. Some of the equipment is more 
than a century old! One aspect that you will find so intriguing about these 
operations is the interaction of the trolley preservationists with the local 
transit systems and the stunning public participation in the colorful 
Nuremberg event. 
 
    Please "Come on down" for an opportunity to socialize with fellow 
society members and enjoy the program on a "big screen" venue.  
 

Refreshments will be served. 
 

 

Please park in the underground garage. 
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Travel Destinations 
 

By traveling I have been in many places, but I have never been in 
Cahoots. Apparently you can't go there alone. You have to be in Cahoots 
with someone. 
 
I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there. I 
have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport. You have to be 
driven there. I have made several trips there, thanks to my family, friends 
and those where I have worked. 
 
I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump and I am not too 
much on physical activity anymore. I have also been in Doubt. That is a 
sad place to go and I try not to visit there too often. 
 
I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm. 
Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm getting older. 
 
One of my favorite places to be is in Suspense. It really gets the 
adrenalin flowing and pumps up the old heart. At my age I need all of the 
stimuli I can get. Now if I can just avoid getting in Continent. 
 

Thanks to June Roller for this item. 
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Our friends of the Platte Valley Trolley 
 

Track maintenance Track maintenance 

Tickets and Rack cards 

Ticket sales 

Meeting Room 

Artwork design 
Ticket sales 

Lubricants Wood work 

Ticket printing costs 

My Brothers Bar 



Denver Tramway Heritage Society 

PO Box 1348 

Denver, CO 80201-1348 

Please renew your 2012 membership today 

2012 

Membership Registration 

Mail to: 
Denver Tramway Heritage Society 
Membership Department 
PO Box 1348 
Denver, CO 80201-1348 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________  State: ___  Zip +4 _______________ 

 

Home Phone: _______________________ 

 

E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Tax Exempt Donation: __$__________________________________ 

Membership Classification 
Please check one 

ß $20.00    Individual 

ß $30.00    Family 

ß $100.00  Friend 

Cut here Cut here 

! ! 


