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Come to the Platte Valley Trolley
Day August 27, 2011

ANnThe Pl atte
Troll ey Da
We are designating Saturday,
August 27" as a birthday party
for car 1977 which will be
twenty-five years old this year.
This will kick off what we hope
to be an annual event.
Chil drenods
generously donated their plaza
for the event. An ice-cream
vendor will be on hand and we
plan to extend our operating
hours (10 am to 6 pm). We will
be asking our volunteers to
step up and participate with
some extra time.

The

Flyer on Page 16
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Meeting

July 21, 2011
7:15pm, REI Flagship Store, 15th & Platte St.

Operating Short Trolley Lines
July's program will be presented by Darrell Arndt
and will take us to several small heritage trolley
operations in the United States. The "style" of these
operations is ones that we can emulate for the
(Continued on pagg)
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(Quarterly meeting continued from patje

Platte Valley Trolley for simplicity and ease of
operation and maintenance. We will visit the
Minnesota Streetcar Museum's Como-Harriet line
in Minneapolis. They have a number of cars that
operate in a city park. Next, we will view the Lake
Compounce Amusement Park's short trolley line in
Connecticut that runs a car similar to the Platte
Valley Trolley. Then we will see the National Park
Service's line in Lowell, MA that uses three
Gomaco built cars, one of which is the same
design as ours. Lastly, Colorado's own Ft. Collins
Municipal Railway Society's fabulous mile and a
half long run on West Mountain Avenue in Ft.
Collins. Be sure to attend and see how much
fun operating a short trolley line with proper
facilities can be.

See the flyer on Page 18.

Ri char d, ifnRi cko Mc

Rick McNeal was one of the founders of the Denver
Rail Heritage Society and who was instrumental in
forming the Society too s
structures and equipment along with starting up the
operations of the Platte Valley Trolley, passed away May
24, 2010.

Richard Allen McNeal, "Rick" formerly of Tiffin, Ohio
passed away unexpectedly Tuesday, May 24, 2011 in
Denver CO. Although he had brain surgery and a minor
stroke in July of 2010 he was well on the way to
recovery.

Rick was born November 25, 1935 to Sidney E. and
Idona Brillhart McNeal. He graduated from Columbian
High School Tiffin in 1953. He received a Bachelor of
Arts Degree from Hiram College in 1957 and attended
University of Chicago graduate school.

Rick served in the Army and was honorably
discharged in July of 1960. He then was employed in the
computer division of Ohio Bell Telephone Co. in
Cleveland and Columbus, OH.

After moving to Colorado he was engaged in Real
Estate and Construction through R.A.M. Ventures. He
was Vice President of Denver Rail Heritage Society
which was instrumental in the revival of the "golden era
of rail transportation in the city of Denver" and was
recognized by then Mayor Frederico Pena. He was also
Director of the Denver Trolley Fest in 1989. Always
interested in trains, railroads and bringing light rail
transportation throughout Denver, he remained a
constant attendee of open Regional Transportation
Board meetings until this past July. He was a lover of
jazz saxophone.

He is survived by one sister, Carolyn A. Frobase of
Delaware, OH: two nieces, Debra (James) Dunkerley
and Julie (John) Ziegler.

Bullock Mortuary of Englewood CO was in charge of
cremation in CO and Hoffman Gottfried Mack Funeral
Home the arrangements in Tiffin, OH. Graveside services
was held in late June at Rock Creek Cemetery, Tiffin OH.
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|l nt erim Executi ve Di r|eldvestgepulpdinthyidecisien gp graseed with writing
By Bruce Vincent a draft of the lease, and to work ©n the crossings as

As we approach the middle of the 2011 operating a separate effort. Denver has no substantive
season we are welcoming several newly trained concerns gbout the Ieasp. . .
motorman and conductors. The fruit of the work done Regardlng the CrossIngs, Pam F|§chhaber is the
by the operating committee beginning with the training Chief of the Ra|I/Tra}n5|t Safety sect_lon of Fhe PU(.:'
day in April and the hours committed to training new She has been worklng with the various @"“’a!ds n
individual volunteers is paying off. We are now seeing the state to accomplish an update of its list of

: ; : ilroad crossings as required by the federal Rail
their names show up for operating shifts on the Google rai .
calendar. Our thanks to Penny Watson and Greg Safety Act of 2008, O!‘ Ma_y 23 Keith Dameron "%”d
Enders for leading that effort! Darrell Arndt met on site with Pam and rode the line

as Pam photographed and recorded GPS

The refurbishing of the trolley car continues, albeit coordinates for each trail and road crossing of the
somewhat slower than what we had hoped, but that is tracks. Pete joined the group as they finished this
the nature of this kind of endeavor due to portions of effort. Pam explained a majority of the crossings
the project being partially sub contracted out and the identified are not on the list. To add one, an
remainder of the various tasks completed by our willing application is filed with and approved by the
volunteers. Thanks to all who continue with this Commission. Apparently, a majority of the crossings

important and needed project. on the line have not gone through this process, and
will need to do so. The Society will assist the City
The_ne_vvfare boxes Iocated_at both ends of the car attorneyods office in prdparin
are yielding generous donations from passengers. works will provide any surveying that may be
During a trip our crews mention the continuing need to needed

pay for the refurbishing and those riding the trolley are
having fun dropping bills into the fare boxes. | had one| | Track extension to Decatur Street and

rider contribute a fifty dollar bill one day | was the Howard Place

conductor. Thanks to Bob Williams for acquiring these The old bridge over the Lakewood Gulch trench
authentic and useful additions. June Strum Roller has been removed and our line now ends at its
reports that people are also contributing to the fare box former north abutment. Pete received a copy of a
located at the ticket tent. revised grading plan for the portion of the new
Lakewood Gulch between Decatur Street and the
river. It will result in a level area closer to Decatur
than the original plan and provide us with a better
platform area.

Darrell and Pete meet with a project manager
from Lawrence Construction who is responsible for
the grading and irrigation of the new Lakewood
Bruce Vincent Guich to understand the planned lay of the land
Interim Executive Director south of the new end-of-track. The need to drain the
parking lot of the old lumber yard immediately west

Many expressions of thanks for our operation come
from passengers every day we operate. This is what
keeps us going and committed to the trolley. We have
a viable and appreciated service along the S. Platte.
Shortly we will be announcing future projects that are
planned to make the Platte Valley Trolley even better.

of the tracks will result in a several foot deep swale

running through our proposed extension. (It
can be adjusted later, if necessary.) The
properties farther west, all the way to Morrison

Projects Committee Report
By Pete West

Track lease from the City and County of Road behind Brooklynos | wil!dl
Denver swale behind those properties and ultimately

Our contact in the Cityds|throudh p piedipdgrithe tragke We are Wakingtto [t o1 d
us some months ago she had input from all involved learn where a manhole in that pipe will be located to
City organizations except public works. Recently, see if |t_ is in conflict Wlth our alignment. The final
questions from the Colorado Public Utilities grades in the area are taking shape.
Commission regarding_ track _crossing_s along our route CDOT I-25 Bronco Arch Bridge replacement
sparked a conversation with public works and a The PUC has approved the height of the bridge

meeting. The meeting of public works, real estate and
city attorneyodos of fice all gng with t he P U C(Conantiedion pddeg| t e
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(projects Report Continued from page

above the track. CDOT has awarded the contract to
Lawrence Construction who has begun preliminary
work in the area. Part of that work was the
installation, by Railroad Specialties, of temporary
track crossings on either side of the bridge. Pete has
represented the Trolley at weekly construction
scheduling meetings.

Shelter at Confluence Park/REI

You may recall that REI store manager Bob Voltz
mentioned to Bruce Vincent the Society might want
to construct a roof structure over the trolley to protect
it from direct rain, snow and sun. The committee is
exploring the underground and above ground
characteristics of the site, such as buried utilities and
maintenance of access to the fire hydrant located
between the caboose and the sidewalk to REI. If the
site permits and the stakeholders (the City, REI and,
perhaps, others) agree, we may investigate building
a shelter as large as 100 by 30 feet, spanning both
tracks. It would be designed in such a way to allow
relatively simple evolution into an enclosed building.
Allowances would be made from the beginning to
allow easy installation of electrical service to the
building and the addition of a trolley wire.

Bruce also learned in talking to Bob Voltz that the
northeast corner of our fenced enclosure and the
caboose is on REI property. We believe it is actually
on land owned by the City and leased to REI. If this
is the case, our Denver real estate department
representative assures us the City will work with us
and REI to enable us to include that land in our
shelter.

Storing the Societyods
Investigation continues on this project with no
substantive progress to report.

Preserving existing trolley car bodies

The committee has not made any progress on this
project. However, we were pleased to learn that RTD
has moved under roof the previously restored and
displayed the trolley car body of Tramways No. 117
and the previously restored Tramways trolley bus

No. 519.
1 llI
f\’

Car house | I

There is no
action on the
car house at
this time.

2011 Ticket Sales
Reported by Keith Dameron

Wi t h t he help of our
mounted on the Trolley, we have been asking for
additional donations on the Trolley this year to help
out with our refurbishing efforts.

This year our 2011 Tr
started with ADoors Ope
April 16™ and 17", It was a free ride weekend but
donations were accepted. We raised $485.01 in
donations that weekend.

During the Months of April and May we raised
$140.80 in donations during our regular
operations. In addition, May 21 there was a U2
concert in the evening at Mile High Stadium and
we decided to see if anyone would like a ride down
to the Concert on the Trolley like we do for the
Broncods. It was a id
surprisingly we took in $1,078.00 that night.

Donations continue to come into our fare boxes
as the month of June we took in $624.95.

So far this season we have taken in $2,328.76
in donations through the onboard fare boxes to
refurbish Car 1977.

Our charters have picked up this season as we
had 14 charters in the month of June along with
continuing to do Target Free Nights in conjunction

with the Childrenbés Mus
We have only had a few bad weather days and
one day we di dnét ope

available. So it is shaping up to be a good
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Maintenance & Infrastructure Committee

Report
By Darrell Arndt, Chairperson

It has been a busy time this operating season for the
maintenance committee and its participants with
regular car and track maintenance and the 1977 rehab
effort keeping our folks quite occupied. Everything
seems to take longer than desired but if certainly feels
good to see the progress that we are experiencing. It is
particularly pleasurable to report about how members
have stepped forward this year to help with specific
projects or to become permanent members of the
maintenance committee. Bruce Ranniger has been a
long time rail enthusiast in Denver and has enjoyed
helping out with maintenance at the Nevada Northern
Railway in Ely, Nevada. However, since the Platte
Valley Trolley is a much easier "commute”, Bruce
decided to step forward to help with all areas of
maintenance whether it be on the car or with the track.
Bruce is also training to become a conductor and
eventually a motorman. Jason Whitson has joined us
to focus his talents on mechanical items. His
profession is doing HVAC maintenance. He will be a
great help with diesel maintenance, air line, electrical
and mechanical work. Doug Gilmore, who had worked
in maintenance on tourist railways, had come forward
to help out but has recently had to step back from
assisting. Doug deserves acknowledgement, however,
for help that he provided with some track repairs and
work on the 1977 seats and a few other items.

Maintenance on No. 1977 has included better
washers in the brake handle valves, engine throttle
replacement, reconditioning of whistle valves,
improved air horn pedals, misc. painting, air leak
repairs, installation of headlight-on indicator lights, and
reactivation of electrical controls that relate to the
engine/generator. Also a new first aid kit is being
mounted on the car. The mounting system for the fare
boxes that are placed on the
corners of the car have been
enhanced for ease of use.

Rehabilitation work
continues with new roof ends
(bonnets) now under
construction. Major floor
repairs have been completed
by Robert Williams which has
been a long project. The work
has included the installation of new maintenance
hatches to access the trucks. New ribs for the roof
walk have been fabricated and all of the new roof
panels are installed. We are working with a roofing
contractor to locate the best material for the roof
covering.

| /%
Doug Gilmore works on the fabrication of a
temporary seatback to replace one that is being

refinished. Consequently we have not had any
seats out of service during the work.

,41:"‘“;' o
Bill Dyrsten is doing a fine job of staining and
varnishing the seatbacks. We can do three at a
time.

defective piece of air line on the No. 1
platform.
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Joe Crea helps with striping the car. Joe
participated in the mural on the wall of
Caboose Hobbies years ago.

Frank Fuller works on the yellow paint for the
striping. We are matching the original striping
design.

| Don Hermansen has been working on repairs
to the rotten letter board and drip board areas
on both sides of the car.
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Crossing Work at the Bronco Arch Bridge
Darrell Arndt report

Getting ready to construct the new I-25 bridge over
the South Platte River and our Trolley tracks.

Most of the ties were in too poor condition
for reuse. Some of them looked pretty ugly
on the undersides. Charlie the supervisor
thought that the ground seemed to stay wet
in that area. | did move two of them to the
enclosure that were actually pretty good for
embankment work that is needed down by
Zang's area.

_"' 1‘

.m ”H I"P’f‘ ‘ Balast Repair

o

Before

fter

Charlie was kind enough to move about five buckets of leftover ballast down to Colfax to fill in a void along the
track. They were out of time to haul any more to the south side but we are fortunate to have this little
improvement done. | leveled it out and moved some to the other side by the signal push button. | have also been
moving gravel in my car from old surplus material lying at the bridge site to several locations along the line.
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West Corridor construction keeps moving forward.

We thought you might enjoy a few recent views of light rail construction on the West Corridor
light rail project. Much more is happening than we can show here.

—

track used to start curving to the west where the pond is | Looking east from Decatur St. The city
located. The flat concrete platform is where the bike path will maintenance facility had been located to the left.

pass over the waterway. Lakewood Gulch will pass underneath the light rail
bridge to the right.

Looking upstream from about the same location.

Notice the amount of dirt that has been removed for The is the new Decatur St. bridge over
the open space waterway. This had been the site of Lakewood Gulch. It will certainly handle a
the city maintenance facility. much greater water flow than the box culvert
arrangement that used to be there. The track
passes by the left end of the bridge. Notice
the piers for the light rail bridge downstream
from this bridge.

Denver Rail Heritage Society Turntable Summer 2011 www.denvertrolley.or§




The Federal Blvd. bridge is coming along nicely. This is
looking east, tracks will be in the foreground.

Out in Lakewood we see the site of the future station |
at Oak St. This is the first street crossing installed on

the line. The new carhouse for No. 25 will be located
just to the right.

Looks like the passengers will have to "hold on" going
through this stretch. This is the site of the groundbreaking
ceremony on May 16, 2007.

Grading for the light rail station on the old Denver Federal Center property is completed. Platforms for the statiog kit heithe
left. The new St. Anthony's hospital is under construction to the south. This is where the track changes from doubléaoksargl
continues to the lower left on its way to the Jefferson County Justice Center.
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Operations Report

By Penny Watson, operations chairperson

WOW! The operating season is moving right along. Due to a rainy May we got a slow start with training new
members. So far we have certified four Motorman/Conductors and have several people currently in training. We
will continue training until the end of July. This will give new Motormen time to experience operating until the end of
our season.

The construction of the 1-25 Bridge has begun. This means that we travel through a construction zone and need
to be aware of the construction workers. We should give them a toot or two using the whistle to let them know we
are in the area and then try to make eye contact with them so we know that they see us. Also, bicycles and
pedestrians continue to go through the closures along the bike path which means we must be aware of their
presence and continue to signal as usual.

Have a good rest of the summer and safe operating! See you at the Trolley.

Weleome our new
A1 Operaiors

Andrew Fleming
Bill McCartin
Don Rohlf

Si Weir

] -
= ———

aOc—

||/Above é.. Possible Cond
attended an orientation meeting down at the Trolley
May 11, 2011.

BT S

The picture to the left .....Penny Watson and Greg
Enders were holding a training day for Bill McCartin
&2 and Doug Gilmore, May 11, 2011.

N S P
= Both Photos by Paul Wegene
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Jefferson Park Neighborhood Cleanup

Report by Paul Wegener

Whitson Bobbi & Paul Wegener.

It was a cloudy rainy day, 14 MAY 11, that found the residents of "Jefferson Park United Neighbors"
organization cleaning up Jefferson Park. Following the clean up was a barbecue and fun events for all.
Politicians were also there giving their speeches. The Jefferson Park United Neighbors organization is
also exploring the promotion of enhancements to 25th. Avenue near Federal Boulevard. Possible this will
also include something about the Denver Tramway Company Streetcar line that once served the
neighborhood. The Platte Valley Trolley booth volunteers were Bruce Vincent, Darrell Arndt, Jason

05/14/20011

Jason Whitson along with Darrell Arndt setup the Platte Valley
Trolley information canopy to
our new volunteers who saw the volunteer sign by the caboose
and decided to help out. He is an electrician, and also likes

working on mechanical items. &

———

Jason Whitson, Bobbi & Paul Wegener greeting people and
passing out Trolley information.

Thanks
To our
many

volunteers!
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First Day of operations for the 2011 season.
Photos by Paul Wegener

June Roller working the ticket
tent at our Confluence Park
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High Wire Hi -Jinks
In early April while Denver police wait, a dare-devil bicyclist repels off the Speer Boulevard
bridge performing his acrobatics. These scenes were captured by Darrell Arndt.
You never know what you might see down along the Platte Valley Trolley line.

i
Ml
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